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HUl'.l'IR ·cREEK AID PISTOL RIVER 

Master Plan for Angler Access 

and 

Associated Reoreational Uses 

Hunter Creek and Pistol River lie within a ten-mile radius south of 

Gold Beaoh. Both atreaae flow rro• the rugged, heaTil7 rerested Coast Range 

and eventually make their way to a short narrow valley before emptying into 

the Pacific. 

Only a short portion of the streams are aooessible by road. The head

waters are criaeorossed with logging roads, but they follow the ridges rather 

than the streams. 

Both Hunter Creek and Pistol River are salmon and steelhead streams. 

SWIiier trout fishing is at a minimum except on Hunter Creek where approxi

mately 1,000 legal hatchery trout are liberated each year for the opening or 
the trout season. Pistol River usually produces some large sea-run cutthroat 

each spring but fishing pressure is light. 

!oth streams have runs of sea-run cutthroat that begin their annual mi

gration in late July. If the fisherman. is lucky to be there when a fresh run 

of fish has entered tidewater the auooess is usually good® 

Chinook salmon move in each fall after the rains lower the temperature 

and raise the stream level® Winter steelhead are present from December 

through February and angling auooess is generally good if water conditions 

are favorable. 

Fishing a.ooess has been no problem because of light angling pressure and 

the willingness of private landowners to allow anglers access to the stream. 

However, as the population grows, the demand for publio aooess will become 
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greater. Also as more anglers use private ldd, the landowners may beoome 

reluctant to allow entry. 

This report details a plan tut ve hope can be followed to solve the 

aooeea problems of the Hunter Creek and Pistol River. Too, we hope that all 

agenoies. that are interested in retaining existing water aooess as well as 

proyiding additional facilities, whether they be municipal, county, or state 

will all join in a cooperative effort to carry out this plan in an orderly 

unner. It is probable that Land and Water Conservation Funds will be avail

able on a 50-50 matching basis. In order to acquire these funds, it will be 

necessary to apply through the Oregon State Highway Department. 

This master pla.n for angler aooess recommends the aoquisition and/or 

development of 11 sites on 22 miles of Hunter Creek and Pistol River or an 

average of one site every two miles. They are described and listed in the 

plan to present a complete picture of the basin's access needs for adequate 

management of the fishery. 

2 
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Hunter Creek and Pistol River headwater near the summit of the Coast 

Range in the National Forest and flow westerly to the Paoifio Ooea11. 

Both streams lie just to the south of Gold Beach and are aooesaible 

via Highway 101. Gold Beaoh can be reached via Highway 199 from Grants 

Pass and over Highway 101 from areas to the north. 
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LOWER HUNTER CREEK 

This is basically a residential area. With its close proximity to Gold 

Beach many people have chosen to make their homes in this narrow valley to get 

away from the cold coastal winds. The county road parallels the creek all 

the way and in many places the road is adjacent ·to the stream.a No single 

location is any more desirable than another for angler acoess@ For this 

reason the 6t miles above tidal influence have been separated into an area 

where aooese should be obtained whenever or wherever possiblea Also, where 

the creek is adjacent to the county road shoulder parking areas should be 

provided. 

Hunter Creek is stocked eaoh spring for the opening of the trout season 

with approximately 1,000 legal hatchery trout by the Game Commissiona This 

is the time of the year that the creek receives its heaviest angling pressure, 

and the :majority of this intensive angling pressure is from school children 

who ride their bicycles from Gold Beach or who live along the creek. 

In fall and winter the lower creek gets moderate use by ea.lmon and steel

head anglers. large :salmon are common ~ven though the stream is quite small. 

The following evaluation sheet describes the area in more detail and the 

location can be found on the fold-out ma.pa 

5 
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WATER ACCIBS SITE EVALUATION 

__ H_un_t_e_r_C_r_e_ek ___ System 

Lower Hunter Creek Area 

Name Lower Hunter Creek 

Site No. 1 

Priority ___ c _____ _ 

Looa tion Lower 6i miles above tidal influence Both Banks 

T 37S, R 14 W , Seo .. 18, 19, 20, 21 River Mile ½ - 7 County Curry 

Ownership: Public --------------------------
Private X Tax Lot No. ----
Number of owners Many 

DESCRIPI'ION 

Land type Narrow valley 

Cover type Fields and brush along creek 

Many 

Road access Paved county , Condition Good -----------
Flows Seasonal fluctuation Water quality ___ Ex_o_e_l_le_n_t _____ _ 

Present stage of development ___ N_o_n_e _________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: _______ Acres, ____ l_m_i_l_e _______ of frontage 

Type of conveyance ______ Ea......,s_em .... e ... n_t_s ____________ _ 

Development: 

Boat ramp: Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets _______ Trails ________ Roads ________ _ 

Parking area X For 30 oars or along county road. 

This site will accommodate trout, salmon and ateelhead anglers along 

§½ miles of Hunter Creek. 

6 
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iREl Lover Hunter Creek 

SITE# 1 

FIBHERY1 Ja.11 obin.ook salmon, sea=run cutthroat tr'out and winter ateelhead. 

Heavy 

Medium 

Li.ght 

RECREM~ION 
~ 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping 11 tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 

Sa St 

Seasons (Cheak) 

Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Pionioking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba divirag .__..,_..,,_~~ 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems a Log truck traffic 

Group Fa.oilitiesa 

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
· Sg - Sturgeon, Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKE!'CH 

(See fold-out map) 

REMARKS This is a residential area$ Access should be obtained whenever 
and wherever possible beoauae this area is easily accessible from 
the county road and is fished quite regularly by the Gold Beaoh 
residentae 

7 
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UPPER HUNTER CREEK 

The headwaters of Hunter Creek have been heavily logged and thick stands 

of brush have oome up in most logged over seotions. This steep, mountainous 

area becomes very hot in the summer in contrast to the oool fog belt of the 

ooast linell 

The stream flows beoome very low and warm in the summer. As in the Lower 

Hunter Creek area the majority of the fishing takes plaoe during the first 

few weeks of the trout season when hatchery trout are available in the lower 

½ mile of this section. The few deep pools in the vioinity of High »ridge 

and the mouth of the South Fork offer holding areas for hatchery trouto 

These pools are fished quite heavily early in the season. 

Upper Hunter Creek ie a good deer hunting area, and available oamping 

sites for hunters are limitedo The Upper Hunter Creek Campground has been 

reoommended beoauae it is one of the few level areas adjacent to the creek 

that is accessible by road8 There are no trees at the site because of log

ging but these oould be planted quite easilyo 

The following evaluation sheets describe the sites in more detail and 

recommend the development that is needed on Upper Hunter Creeko 

9 
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WATER ACCESS SITE EVALUATION 

__ H_un.....,..t_e_r_C_r_e_e_k;_.,. __ System 

Upper Hunter Creek Area 

Name High Bridge 

Site Roe 1 

Priority ____ B ____ _ 

Location 7¼ miles upstream from the mouth Both banks 

T 37 S , R 14 W, Sec.. 22 & 27 River Mile __ 7½_,_ County _c __ urry ____ _ 

Ownership: Public --------------------------
Private X Tax Lot No. _......, __ 3400 

Number of owners Georgia Pacific Corporation 

DESCRIPTION 

Land type __ M_oun_t_a._in_o_u_s _______________________ _ 

Cover type Stands of trees and heavy brush -------------------------------
Ro ad access __ c_oun_t_y_gr __ a_v_e_l ______ , Condition Narrow two-lane 

Flows Seasonal fluctuation Water quality -------------Excellent 

Present stage of development ___ H_o_n_e _________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: _______ Acres, _____ 5_o_o_r_e_e_t ______ of frontage 

Type of oonveye.noe __ Fa __ s_em_e_n_t _________________ _ 

Development: 

Boat ramp: Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets X Trails To creek Roads ------- ---------
Park in g area X For 20 cars or car-trailer units ----- -----

This site will accommodate trout, salmon, and steelhead anglers on 500 

feet 

10 
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FISHERYa S trout, fall ohinook salmon, sea-run cutthroat, winter 

steelhead. The oreek receives approximatel7 1,000 legal cutthroat 
~~~ 

ea.oh spring. 
----~•~~~,-~ _____ .._ _ _,_,,.._,~.,..-i_~~~ai.mc::x:D.:J:lla:::::~...---

J.4)111 Winter 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light Sa St 

Seasons (Cheok) 

RECREATION 
~ 

Boating, motor 
Boa ting, non-nm tor 
Camping 9 tent 
Camping 9 trail~r 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, ahors 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting 0 upland gs.me 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Pic:mfoking X X X 

Sightseeing 
Skin and aouba diving """""""~""""+-.+-,,·~ 
Swimming X X X 

Water skiing 

'OTHER 

Safety Problems a Log truok trafffo 

Group F&oili.tieeu 

(Sa = Salmon 19 St O Steelhead~ 11r ''"' Trout, 
Sg = Sturgeon 0 Wv ~ Warm WQter Fishes) 

REMARKS Thia is a popular spot amo11g Gold Bea.oh reaiden ts e St1it:1. 'ba there a11.d 
swimmers use the area qu.i.te hea.vilJr in summer.. Trout fishing in the 
spring and salmon and s-teelhead fishing in fall and win·l;er are also 
popula.r0 

11 
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WATER ACC·ESS S E EV'ALTJATIOI 

_Bun ___ t_e_r.......,C_r_e_e_k ____ System 

Upper Hunter Creek_ Area 

Name Mouth of South Fork 

Location 7 miles upstre~ fr<?_!. Hi5hvaz 101 

Site 100 2 

Priority ___ B _____ _ 

• ... Korth Bank --.......;;iiio,,;iiii.._ __ _ 

T 37 S, R 14 'W , Seo. _2 __ 7 ____ River Mile 7 3/4 County _c_u_r_r, __ _ 

Ownership: Public ---------------------------
Private ~ Tax Lot No. 

Number of owners 

DESCRIPTION 

Land type Mountainous 

Cover type Brush along gravel bar 

.3400 

Georgia Pacific Corporation 

Road aooesa County gravel_, Condition Narrow two-lane 

Flows Seasonal fluctuation Water quality ___ Ex_o_e_l_l_en_-_t ______ _ 

Present stage of development Bone 
_____ ......, __________________ _ 
ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: ______ Acree, 

Type of oonvayanoe ______ Fa_s_e_m_e_n_t _________ _ 

Developmenti 

Boat ramp: Type_"""""" ___________ Number of lanes _____ _ 

Toilets _______ Trails _______ Roads ______ """"""" __ 

Parking area x __ , For __ 1_0 ___ 0ars or --""""""""""""""......,.,.__,,oar-trailer uni ts 

This site will accommodate trout, salmon and steelhead a~glers on 500 feet 

of Hunter Creek. 

12 
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AREA. Upper Hunter Creek 

SITE# 2 

FISHERY• Bate rY trout, fall ohinook salmon and winter steelhead; a few sea

run cutthroat. 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

- -· 

Tr 

Fall Winter 

Sa St 

Seasons (Cheak) 

RECREATION 
(Cheok) 

Boa.ting, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing 0 boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and souba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

-~ 
S-4 
s:l. 

00 

X 

J 
£1.t 
41) 

.-4 ~ 

.-4 -~ ~ )I 

X X 

I 

Safety Problems a 

Group Facilities: 

Log truck traffic 

(Sa~ Sal• on, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg a Sturgeon. Wv e Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

21 22 

28 

REMARKS This is a very popular trout fishing spot early in the season 
because the local residents know the fish liberation truck is 
flushed out at the bridge abovee Salmon and steelhead angling 
pressure is lighte 

13 
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WATER ACCESS SITE EVALUATION 

Hunter Creek System 

_!!.l,per Hunter Creek Area 

Nam1e Mouth of North Fork 

Site No .. 

Priority ____ c ____ _ 

===========t==========:::==mt:====i==============-======= 

Locel tion li miles north of the main road Bank ---------South 

T :i1 S, R 14· W , Sec. 

Ownership: Public 

_1~4_&_1~5 _____ River Mile _1~ __ }_, _ County __ c_ur_ry _____ _ 

Private X Tax Lot No. 200 ----
Number of owners 1 

DESCRIPTION 

Land type Mountainous 

Cover type Grown up with deciduous brush & trees 

Road access Count:t:, gravel , Condition __ N_a_r_ro_'lii_,_t_w_o_-_l_a_n_e __ _ 

Flows __ S .... ea ___ so_n_a_l_f_l_u_c_t_u_a._t_i_o_n ___ Water quality ___ E_j)C_c_e_l_l_e_n_t _____ _ 

Present stage of development None 
_____ .;.;;.;...;._ ________________ _ 
ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: ___ 5 _____ Acres, _____________ of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe fyrcba e e 

Developmenti 

Boat ramp: Type Number of lanes 

Toilets X Trails X Roads X 

Parking area X For 20 cars or oar-trailer units 

This site will make a very nice campground and/or nicnic area and will provide 

approximately¼ mile of fishing access .. 

14 
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AR.El Upper Hunter Creek 

SITE # ___ 3 ___ _ 

FISHERY• Cutthroat trout, fall salmon and winter steelheade 

Summer Fall Winter 
Heavy 

Medium 

Light Tr Tr 

Seasons (Cheak) 

RECREATION 
(Cheok) 

:Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and aouba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

-~ 
f,-! 
p,. 

00 

X 

:x. 

:x. 

j 
~ 
ID 

...-4 +i!l 

...-4 -~ ~ )I 

X X :x. 

:x. 

:x. :x. 

X :x. 

Safety Problems a Log truck traffic 

Group Fa.oilitieaz 

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Bg - Sturgeon, Wv - Warm Water Fishes) 

15 

22 

fl 

II 

II 
II 
II 

26 

REMARKS This would make a very nice pionio area or campground. This area 
has several little flats and glades that would make it a desirable 
recreation areae 

15 
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WATER ACCESS SITE EVALUATION 

__ H_un_t_e_r_C_r_e_ek ___ System Site No. 
___ ........, ____ _ 

Upper Hunter Creek Area 

Name Red Flats Reservoir 

Priority ___ A ____ _ 

Location North of Red Flats Area Bank --------
__ laii,,13__, ___ River Mile ___ County __ c_u_rry _____ _ T 37 S, R 14 W , Seo. 

Ownership: Publio BLM 
---,iiiiiiii,m _______________________ _ 

Private Tax Lot No. ----
Number of owners 

DESCRIPTION 

Land type Mountainous 

Cover type Heayv stands of brush and trees 

Road aooess U, s, F, s, Tvg-l§pf , Condition Gravel -----------
Flows ____ S_ta_b_l_e _________ Water quality __ Ex_g.e_l_l~e.nwt ....... ______ _ 

Present stage of development ___ N_o_n_e ________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquisitiona Acres, __ -=-!' ____ .....,.....,._~!"li"""'-=- of .frontage 
-------- Agreement - cooperating with BLM (land) 
Type of conveyance and USFS (road oonst.) 

Develo:pmenta 

Boat ramp: Type Conorete plank Number o.f lanes -----1 

Toilets X Trails Roads Aooess to ramp ------- --------
Parking area X For 40 oars or 20 oar-trailer units _...._. ___ . -----

Thia site will accommodate trout anglers in Gold Beach area, plus medium

heavy tourist tra.ffio. 

16 
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!RF.A. Upper Hunter Creek 

Anticipated 
SITE# 4 ---------

FISHERY• A ood trout fishe should be realized from the 

throughout the season. Thie prolonged fishery would be of great 

value due to loss of stream fisheries from lower, warm flowso 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

- -ummer 

Tr 

Pall Winter 

Tr 

: 

SeaeoruJ (Cheak) 

RECREATION 
{Check) 

Boa.ting, motor 
Boa.ting, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horaebaok riding 
Hunting, big game 

* Hunting 9 upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

* Band-tailed pigeons 

OTHER 

-~ 
~ 
~ 

Cll 

X 

X 

X 

j 
~ 
~ 

,-4 ~ 
,-4 -~ ~ )Ji 

X X 

X X 

X X I 
X X 

X X 

X 

X 

X X 

X X 

X X X 

X 

(Sa= Salmon 9 St~ Steelhead, Tr e Trout, 
Sg ® Sturgeon, Wv a Warm Water Fishes) 

SKE!'CH 

12 

24 

P.-opose! re.cre<tf-,<>"' 
4,.,.. e.Q.., 

Rd !=le:. -I- s: 
WO ...... : l-c..s. S.E. 

+: l<e-s-ervoil'" 

Safety Problemsa Heavy logging traffio on Hunter Creek Road. 

Group Facilitieas Pionioking~ camping parking for buses0 

REMARKS Very interesting geological and botanical study area--denee growth of 
Darlingtonia S.E. of proposed reservoire Development of a trout fishery 
should alleviate pressure on nearby streams. Size of impoundment would 
depend on the height roadbed was raisede The aesthetic value of this 
projeot nearly equals the fishery value0 

17 
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WATER ACCESS SITE EVALUATION 

_H_un_t_e_r_C_r_e_e_k ____ System Site No. 

Upper Hunter Creek Area Priority ___ c ____ _ 

Name Upper Hunter Creek Campground 

Location 14 miles up Hunter Creek South Bank 

T 37 s, R 13 W, Seo. 8 .River Mile _16 __ County _c_u_r_cy ___ _ 

Ownership: Public U.S. Forest Service 

Private Tax Lot No. ----
Number of owners 

DESCRIPTION 

Land type _.......,M,..o....,un_t....,a_i __ n ..... o .... u __ s _______________________ _ 

Cover type __ Lo-g_~_e_d_o=f_f ________________________ _ 

Road access Forest Service , Condition One-lane, gravel 

Flows Seasonal fluctuation Water quality Good ---------------
Present stage of development ___ N __ o __ n __ e ____________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: _______ Acres, ------------- of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe ___________________ _ 

Developments 

Boat ramp: Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets X Trails Roads X ------- -------
Parking area X For 20 cars or _____ oar-trailer uni ts 

This site will accommodate hunters and fishermen in the headwaters of 

Hunter Creek. 

18 
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AR.El Upper Hunter .Creek 

SITE # __ _.. __ _ 

FISHERYa Cutthroat trout. If this area were developed, hatchery-reared trout 

would be liberated here. 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

S r (Sa• Salmon, St'"" Steelhead, Tr• Trout, 
Sg -·Sturgeon, Wv • Warm Water Fishes) 

Tr 

RECREATION 
(Cheok) 

Boe.ting, motor 
nc:m-motor 
tent 
trailer 
boat 

Boa.ting, 
Camping, 
Camping, 
Fishing, 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 

Seasons (Chaok) 

-~ j 
f=4 

r-4 
, 

~ r-4 .~ ~ &! t/l !.ill 

= 
X X X 

X X X 

X X 

I 
--

1 

8 
~eposed: Ca..-f,·"'1 

t'Jve.."'-

SJOll'CH 

r, 

I 
,, 

I; 
f I 

I I 
I; 

* Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 

X ~f;-
// 

l1 
I; 

_11 

Skin and aouba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

* Deer 

OTHER 

X X X 

To 
, -= ~ ....... Gold J3e.,.c:.~ 

~ 
..... ,, 

It ,, 
PINE POINT ,,17 
ro~c s + Ca.-,- d...... " I/...., :::: .,, 

'/ 
\' 

l 
,,.. _ 11 
,,, --

o' ,.,.., , 

-f,}~~Pyram»d I ,, 
11 BM 26 43 
)) ,,: 

__ ~,11 - - .... ,, 

Rock 

Safety Problems a Log truck traffic 

Group Fa.oilitieea Picnicking, oamping 

II 
\\ 
11 

I; 

REMARKS This ia the only flat area along the headwaters of Hmter Creek. 
It would make a good camping area that would be used by hunters 
and fishermen. Elko Camp is now used quite heavily during deer 
season. 

19 
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PISTOL RIVER 

Pistol River is bordered by farms along the lower ende Above river mile 

4, the stream tumbles over bedrock and through deep pools in a :narrow oa.nyon 

that is heavily timbered with stands of fire This area has not been logged 

as extensively as the Hunter Creek drainage but logging is encroaching upon 

this area at a rapid ratee New roads are being built by loggers and each 

7ear more area is being made aooessible by roade 

This river bad good rune of fall ohinook salmon, winter steelhead, and 

sea-run cutthroat troute Summer flows are sufficient to allow sea-run. 

cutthroat to enter tidewater in July and Auguste The oh:i.nook move in after 

the fall rains and the staelhead make their appearance in December and are 

present until Februarye Anglers take salmon and steelhead by casting lures 

or fresh roe from the bank& 

Little trout fishing takes place in this stream. It is not stocked with 

hatchery trout. However, a few large sea-run cutthroat are taken in tide

water and in some of the deep holes in the vicinity of Deep Creek during the 

first part of the trout season. 

This river is not heavily fished. However, the day will come when Pistol 

River will play an important role in the fishery picture on the south coast. 

The following evaluation sheets describe sites that will be needed for 

future aooess when the demand arisese 

21 
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WATER ACCESS SITE EVALUATION 

Pistol River System Site No.. l 

Lower Pistol River Area 

Name Highway Stockpile 

Priority ___ B _____ _ 

Location ½ mile upstream from mouth North Bank 

T 38 S, R 14 W , Sec. 19 River Mile __. __ County _cu_r_ry ___ _ 

Ownership: Public Oregon State Highway Gravel Stockpile 

Private X Tax Lot No .. 800 ----------------
Number of owners Marion F. and Mildred Walker 

DESCRIPTION 

Land type __ ......,. ____________________________ _ 

Cover type ...... ~;;;.,;;,;;.;;;:;...;.;;;.;;:..;;::;...._ _______________________ _ 

Road aooess __ Pa.....,..v_e_d___.,h_i~g_h_w_ayl&,__, _____ , Condition _G_o_od ________ _ 

Flows Tidal influence Water quality Excellent 

Present stage of development Highway stockpile area 
________ ......, _____________ _ 
ANGLER REEDS 

Acquisition: ___ 1 ____ Acres, 1.500 feet of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe Purchase or easement 

Developmentz 

Boat ramp: Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets _______ Trails ______ _-Roads ________ _ 

Parking area ____ , For _____ _ or oar-trailer units -----
This site yill accommodate fall ohinook, sea-run cutthroat and winter steel

head anglers and will provide¼ mile of stream aooesa. 
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ARE.l Lower Pistol River 

SITE# -------1 

FISHERY• Fall ohinook, sea-run cutthroat, and winter steelhead 

er Fall Winter (Sap Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout. 
Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

Tr 

Sa St 

Seaaona (Cheak} 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems a 

Group Faoilitiesa 

-~ 
~ p. 

Ul 

X. 

--

J 
~ 

r-4 +I 
r-4 -~ ~ )I 

X X 

C: 

Sg ~ Sturgeon, Wv - Warm Water Fishes) 

~ 

~ 

"' 
U~:::::i 
0 

0 -
ll 

11-----1 

SKEl'CH 

11 t 

REMARKS Thie stookpile area is used by the highway department and a v.No 
Trespassing" sign is postede Public entry should not be deniede 
The deep hole at the bend is good for early season cutthroat fishing. 
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WATER ACCESS SITE EVALUATIO:M 

_P_i-s_t_o_l....,.R_i_v_er _____ System Site No. --------
Lower Pistol River Area 

Name Bridge Drift 

Priority ___ B ____ _ 

Location Above old Highway 101 Bridge South Bank 

T 38 S, R 14 W, Seo. 19 & 20 River Mile _1 __ County _cu_rry_· ......, __ _ 

Ownership: Publio ---------------------------
Private X Tax Lot No. ---- 800 

Number of owners Walker 

DESCRIPTION 

Land type ____ ...... .....;;;. ________________________ .;.... 

Cover type ___ Pa_· _s_t_u_re ........ ______________________ _ 

Road aooess __ P_a_v_e_d......_H_ig~h_w_aJy _____ , Condition __ G_o_o~d _______ _ 

Flows Seasonal fluctuation Water quality ___ Ex_o_e_l_l_en_t _____ _ 

Present stage of development ___ N_o_n ..... e ________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: _______ Acres, _____ 3_o_o_r __ e_e_t _____ of frontage 

Type of conveyance __ Eaiiiillimmiis_e_m_e_n_t ______________ _ 

Development: 

Boat ramp: Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads ------- -------- ---------
Parking area __ For oars or oar-trailer units ----- -----

This site will accommodate fall ohinook, sea-run cutthroat and winter steel

head anglers and will provide about 100 yards of.fishing access. 
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!REA. Lower Pistol River 

SITE # ___ 2 ____ _ 

FISHERY1 Fall chinook sea-run cutthroat and winter steelhead 

Hee.vy 

Medium 

Light 

Svr· 

Tr 

- Fall Winter 

Sa St 
: 

Sea.aone (Check) 

RECREATION 
{Cheok) 

:Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, ehore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and aouba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems a 

Group Facilities: 

-~ 
~ 
f:.14 

«:fl 

X 

j ~ 
....-4 ~ 
....-4 -~ ~ )rt 

X X 

' 

(Sa - Salmon 9 St® Steelhead 9 Tr~ Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon 0 Wv e Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

17 t 
N 

' 
20 

u 

1-'-

' 
u 
~ 

~ 

30 29 

REMARKS This is a good salmon, cutthroat and steelhead drifto 

25 

Q.· 



Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife 
Master Plan Angler Access & Associated Recreational Uses - Pistol River & Hunter Creek 1967

Page 29 of 39

WATER ACCESS SITE EVALUATIO!f 

_P_i s __ t_o_l......,R_i_v_er _____ -system. Site No. 

Lower Pistol River Area 

Name Gravel Ponds 

Priority ___ B _____ _ 

Location 1 mile upstream from town of Pistol River, Bank --------North 

T 38 S, R 14 W', Seo. 20 River Mile ll __ County __ c_urry ___ _ 

Ownership: Public State of Ore on 

Private X Tax Lot No. 800 

Number of owners Walker 

DESCRIPTION 

Land type -------------------------------Level 

Cover type ------------------------------Grass and shrubs 

Road access __ Pr_1_· v_a_t_e_.,_s_in_g_le_-_l_an_e ___ , Condition __ G_o_o_d_g_a_v_e_l ____ _ 

Flows Ponds fill at flood st e Water quality ___ G_o_o_d _______ _ 

Present stage of development None " 
) ----------------------

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: Acres, ------- _____________ of frontage 

Type of oonveyaJloe ____ E_a_s_em_en_t_a_l_o_n_g __ ex_i_et_i_n_g ___ r_o_a_d ___ _ 

Developmentz 

Boat ramp: Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads ------- ------- ---------
Parking area __ _ For oars or car-trailer units ----- -----

These are the only ponds that are hunted for ducks in the area 
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AREA Lower Pistol River 

SITE # __ ..._ __ _ 

Moetl sea.up are shot with a few mallards tea~ sho 

Heav:, 

Medium 

Light 

of coots. 

S10r - - - -· er 

: 

Seasons (Cheak) ~ 

RECREATION 
(Cheok) 

:Boa.ting, motor 
Boa.ting, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 

· Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

-~ 
(f.4 
P-4 

tf.ll 
j rl 

rl 

~ 

X 

t 
+lb 

-~ 
31 

:x 

'{ 
UI 
(J 

0 

(J 

u 

Safety Problemss 

Group Faoilitiesa 

Log truck traffic 

(Sa. Sal• on, Ste Steelhead, Tr - Trout. 
Sg - Sturgeon, Wv - Warm Water Fishes) 

SJUJl'CH t 
N 

' 

REMARKS This is the only waterfowl hunting site that is used at the present 
time in the Gold Beach area, other than along the Rogue River. 
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WATER ACCESS SITE EVALUATIOH 

Pistol River System Site No. 4 

Lower Pistol River Area 

Name Old County Bridge 

Pr-iority ___ B _____ _ 

Location About lf miles up north bank road Bank --------
T 18 S, R 14 W, Seo. 20 & 21 River Mile 3 County Curry __ ........,_______ --- -------
Ownership: Public --------------------------

Private Tax Lot No. 5100 ----- -----------------
Number of owners L. and Dollie E. Crockett 

DESCRIPTION 

Cover type ___ Paiiioiiiii,os_t_u_r_e...,w.......,i t_h __ w_i_l_l_o_w_s_a_l_·o_n_g&...,,;;;;,r,_iv_e_r ______________ _ 

Road access __ P .... a._v_e .... d_o __ o __ un ... t..,.y........,r_.o ..... a .... d ____ , Condition __ Go...,o_d _______ _ 

Flows Seasonal fluctuation Water quality ---~Ex_,o_e_l_l_en_t ______ _ 

Present stage of development __ ....,..._,;:;,;; _________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: ------- Acres, 

Development a 

Boat ramp: Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets _______ Trails _______ Roads ________ _ 

Parking area X For -----20 or oar-trailer units -----
This site provides good winter steelhead and fall sea-run cutthroat fishing 

on½ mile of river frontage. 
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AREA Lower Pistol River 

SITE# 4 -------
FISHERY1 Sea-run cutthroat, fall chinook and winter steelhead. 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

- -

Tr 

-

Sa St 

Seasons (Cheak} 

RECREATION 
{Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore ~x_..._,,.,x==-=1=_x~ 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature atudy 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems a 

Group Fa.oilities: 

Log truck traffic 

(Sa• Sal• on, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon@ Wv • Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

I~ s;/c • .f. o/J 
c ........ .,._Y s .. :J,.e, 

28 

REMARKS Thia is a popular steelhead drift. It is also good for October 
cutthroat fishing. The lover end is good for fall ohinook. 
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WATER ACCESS SITE EVALUATION 

....... P_i_s_to_l....,.R_i_v_e_r ____ System Site No. 

Lower Pistol River Area Priority ___ B _____ _ 

Name -~--;;;;.;:;;;.;;;.;.::~-----

Looation 2:§: miles u;e the north bank road Bank 

T 3a S, R 14 W, Seo. 21 River Mile 4 County Curry 

Ownership: Public 

Private Tax Lot No. 5100 

Number of owners L. and Dollie E. Crockett 

DESCRIPTION 

Land type ___ M_oun_t_a._i_n_o_u_s _________________________ _ 

Cover type __ H_e_a.vy __ s_t_an_d_o_f_t_r_ee_s ___________________ _ 

Road access __ N_a._r_r_ow_o_o_un_t,..Y_g __ ra_v_e_l ___ , Condition ___ Fa_i_r ______ _ 

Flows Seasonal fluctuation Water quality ______ Ex_o_e_l_l_e_n_t ____ _ 

Present stage of development ___ S_h_or ...... t_s_1_·d_e....,..r_o_a_d.....,..to ___ r_i_v_e_r __________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: _______ Acree, 

Type of oonveya.noe ______ Pu_r_c_ha_s_e_o_r_e_a_s_e_m_e_n_t ____ _ 

Development: 

Boat ramp: Type _____________ Number of la.nee ____ _ 

Toilets _______ Trails __________ Roads ________ _ 

Parking area __ D, 
For _____ _ or car-trailer units -----

This site is the location of a good 1teelhead hole that is also good for 

5ea-r;un cutthroat, This site will provide 100 yards of fishing 
aooess. 
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AREA Lower Pistol Rover 

SITE# 5 --------
FISHERY• Winter steelhead and sea-run cutthroat trout. Ve n 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

fall ohinook. 

- . -· - .,., ··1nter 

Sa. St Tr : 

Sea.sons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Cheok) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and aouba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems a 

Group Faoilitiesa 

-~ j "" Q) 
..-4 ~ 

~ ..-4 .~ P-4 i 00 )I 

Lot truck traffic 

(Sae Sal• on, St· Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Wv - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKFJl'CH 

REMARKS The falls a.a it is called (it is merely a. steep rapids) is a minor 
deterent to fish migration that causes ana.dromous fish to "hole up" 
before proceeding upstream. 
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WATER ACCESS SITE EVALUATION 

_P_i_st_o_l_R_i_v_e_r ____ System Site No. 6 

Lower Pistol River Area Priority ___ B_. ____ _ 

Name Glade.Creek 

Location 4 miles up north bank road Bank --------
T 38 S, R 14 s, Seo. 23 River Mile _6 __ County _cu_r_r_y __ _ 

Ownership: Public --------------------------
Private __ x_. __ Tax Lot No. _5_0_0 _____________ _ 

Number of owners s. J. Agnew 

DESCRIPl'I0N 

Land type __ M_o_un ___ t_a_i_n __ o_u __ s _______________________ _ 

Cover type __ H_e __ a_vY.....__s_t_a.n_. _d_s __ o_f_t_r;;...e_e_s ___ a_n_d ___ bruiiii,,,,ii,,.· s_h ________________ _ 

, Condition Single-land gravel Road access Private road 

Flows Seasonal fluctuation Water quality _. ___ E:x_c __ e_l_l_e_n_t _____ _ 

Present stage of development ___ Lo.....,gdilllg.,_in.......a.ig ....... r_oa .... d ________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: ________ Acres, ¼ mile of frontage --------------
Type of conveyance ______ Fa_s_em_en_t ___________ _ 

Development: 

Boat ramp: Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ __ 

Toilets Trails Roads _________ _ ------- --------
Parking area X For 10 oars or car-trailer units ------

This site provides trout fishing on the aggessible portion of the Pietol River. 
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AR.El Lower Pistol River 

SITE# --------6 

FISHERYs Cutthroat trout, winter steelhead and fall salmon. 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light St 

Seasons (Cheak} 

(Sa D Salmon, Ste Steelhead, Tr s Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Wv m Warm Water Fishes) 

SKEl'CH 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

.,,___.,.. .. ,....__ 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing; shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and souba diving 1--t--+-=+===1 

Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems a 

Group Faoilitiess 

Log truck traffic 

a,..; .:1,~: 
I;,; <!J 1.4 ,,.-e. J Ci t:: .: -Go ss 

N-e-,::,J,e,J 

REMARKS This is most popular to spring trout fishermen. However, winter 
steelhead and a few fall salmon anglers fish here. 
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WATER ACC~S SITE -EVALUATIOI 

__ P_i_s_t_o_l_R_iv_e_r ____ System Site No. 7 

Lower Pistol River Area Priority ___ A _____ _ 

Name __ D_e_e_p __ C_r_e_ek ______ _ 

Location 4¼ miles up north bank road ---------------------- Bank --------
River Mile County Curry ------- ---- ----------23 T 38 S , R 14 'W' , Seo. 

Ownership: Public --------------------------
Private X Tax Lot No. 500 

---- .....,. ______________ _ 
Number of owners s. J. Agnew 

DESCRIPI'ION 

Land type ___ M_o_un_t_a_in_._o_u_s _______________________ _ 

Cover type Heavy stands of large ·trees and brush 

Road access County road , Condition Single-lane gravel 

Flows Seasonal fluctuation Water quality Excellent 

Present stage of development -----------------------Side road to river 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: Acres, -------5 _____________ of frontage 

Type of conveyance __ Pu_r_o_ha_s_e ______________ _ 

Developmen~: 

Boat ramp: Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets X Trails X Roads X ------- ------- ----------
Parking area X For 20 cars or _____ oar-trailer uni ts 

Other developments - Bridge; this is a popular picnic a.nd 
swimming site at the present time. 
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!RF.A Lower Pistol River 

SITE # __ 7 ___ _ 

FISHERY1 Winter eteelhead, cutthroat trout and fall salmon. 

inter 
Heavy 

Medium 

Light i -

.I. .L 
Sa St Tr : 

Sea.sons (Cheak) 

RECREATION 
(Cheok) 

Boating, motor 
Boating 9 non-motor 

* Camping 9 tent 
* Camping, trailer 

Fiehi:ng, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking :x x x 
Sightseeing 
Skin and souba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

* Only if development is undertakene 

OTHER 

-

Safety Problems s 

Group Fa.oilitieea 

Log truck traffio 

(Ba - Sal• on, St - Steelhead~ Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Wv. Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

6"'\ S'ou.-l-~ 
s,Je. oC R;u-e,-. 

REMARKS The development 8>f a park at this site would be advantageouse 
There is an excellent location for this type of developnent on the 
south side of the river. 
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